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Special Note:- We are experimenting this issue with a break down of fiction and non- 
fiction MUST BOOKS, instead of the customary grouping of both classifications under 
the one heading. We should appreciate any comments, one way or the other, as we do 
not want to complicate your efficient handling of the reports. Let us know whether 
you prefer the new method or the old. 


MUST BOOKS - Fiction 


September 20 
Salminen, Sally KATRINA Farrar & Rinehart 


* This has been publicized widely as the Helsingfors Prize Novel, written by 
a young woman who, a year ago, was working as a domestic in New England. It was a 
good news story -~- how she used five and ten cent store scratch pads and wrote on her 
days off and after hours, and how she submitted the novel to the contest and won the 
50,000 marks award. I was almost afraid to read it and face disappointment, But - 


‘having read it - I can join the cheerers in the various countries where the book has 


appeared. It is an amazing piece of work, and has lost nothing in the translation 
from the Swedish. A poignant story of the Aland Islands, which recalls the rare 
quality of Twenty Years A~Growing with the added interest of a simple story, told 

with heartfelt sincerity, of a woman who takes on richness and reality as the years un~ 
fold. Sell -to these who liked Men of Aran, the above mentioned Twenty Years A- 


Growing, etc. $2 ,50 
/ Bel 
September 2+ Ie] /3> yew 7% 
Cloete, Stuart THE TURNING WHEELS Houghton, Mifflin 
*x A dark horse — but one on which you can count, for it is a superb story. of 


one of the great episodes in history, the trek of the Boers, driven by the English to 
seek new homes. The author has used the factual background, but against it has woven 
a plot that has romance and adventure, tragedy and humor, and people who come alive 
even to the minor characters of the background. One feels that incident has grown 
out of the characters, instead of the characters being superimposed on the facts, as 
is so often a weakness of historical fiction, A long book, that holds the interest 


from first page to last. $2.50 


September 22 
Pala mon Gaol Vnarne 
Briffault, Robert EUROPA IN LIMBO t Scribner 
* Sure sale - on the basis of the popularity of the last book, Europa. But 


integrally not as certain of success on its own merits. The fact that the background 
is war-torn Europe, that there is even more of bitterness and disillusion, and less 
of romance and adventure and the mirroring of surface gaiety, and that the full en- 
joyment of the book rests on a fairly clear memory of the earlier book ~ all these 
factors should be considered in selling the book. In many ways it is a finer books 
Julian - some of the dross burned away — is a more worthy character. Briffault de- 
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pends less on "shockers" and scandal - or near scandal — and more on the integrity 
of his purpose, to show up the shallowness of war hysteria, the evil effects on 

combatants and non-combatants alike, the madness of the world and the littleness of 
national feeling. It is a challenging book - but not a likeable book. iti 


an important book. $ 
a il 


de la Roche, Mazo THE VERY HOUSE Little, Brown 


October 21 


A new Gillian and Diggory book - and all who loved Beside A Norman Tower 
will welcome it with glee. There is no attempt to weave a plot, but from these brief 
episodes, two small children, over a period of two years, grow into actual personal- 
ities. I liked this better than its predecessor, Sell to parents with children 


about four, five and six - or to fond aunts and admiring relatives. (And it wouldn't 
do the not-so-admiring friends any harm!) A lovable, friendly book, for plus sale, 
$2.00 


Sure Bets Are Few - Here Are Some Worthwhile Dark Horses 


A Mrs. Wiggs type of story, The Rumelhearts of Ramtler Avenue by Maude Smith Delavan 
(Stokes); The Long View by Hilda Morris (Futnam),a family novel spanning two genera- 
tions; a novel with a purpose that is also good reading, The Share Cropper by Charlie 
May Simon (Dutton). A late report - but a book for good sales, The Brief Hour Of 
Francois Villon by John Erskine (Bobbs, Merrill). 


PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS -~ Fiction 


September 2 
Canfield, Dorothy FABLES FOR PARENTS Harcourt, Brace 


Short stories, with a wider market than the limitations of the titles 
might suggest. Many of the stories are significant as unusual studies in child - 
or parent — or grandparent -— psychology. But most of them are good reading for 
their emotional, human quality, their understanding. A book for anyone interested 
in dealing with children, as well as for parents. And a book for pick-up reading 
for virtually anyone who likes short stories dealing with children. A wise book. 

$2.50 


September ¥ 2/ 


Marshall, Lenore G. HALL OF MIRRORS ! Macmillan 


A pseudo-psychological novel, pretentious in conception and pedestrian 
in execution. As to the style, it strikes us as artificial, and crammed with 
stylistic infelicities. The story spans a twenty four hour period, mirroring the 
Clays through the eyes of the employers, children, servants, employees, would-—be- 
lover, physician, etc. Small space, inconclusively concluded, given to the tragedy 
of the day; too much space to the unimportant background of the recorders. As you 
may gather, we didn't think much cof the book. $2.50 
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September 8 


Simon, Charlie May THE SHARE CROPPER Dutton 


® The problem of the Southern plantation share cropper has been handled from 
various angles, but rarely more convincingly and sympathetically than in this novel. 
Two young people, with simple ambitions rising to a bit of land of their own, a mule 
and a little family, love and marry and meet disillusionment in the hopeless cycle 
of the share cropper's fate, to be always in debt to the landlords, a modern system 
of slavery. Unlike many thesis novels, this strikes an authentic note in the ricture 
of the young couple, making their story an individual one. The author is known for 
her children's bocks. This is her first novel, and shows a maturity of conception 
not always found when juvenile writers try new paths. $2.50 


September 10 
Sangster, Margaret E. THE TERRACE Greenberg 


A clash in title here - remember Louise Andrews Kent's The Terrace (Houghton, 
Mifflin), and some confusion may arise through the not unlike pattern of the story. 
The Terrace is a section of a community, and each chapter is really a story of various 
people living in this section. Old people, young people, mismated and well mated 
couples. Builds up a picture of the whole. Sentimental and somewhat moralistic, 
though thinly veiled. Could be sold as short stories - and would appeal to rather 
conservative and mature readers, women especially. Not an important book. $2.00 


Blaker, Richard THOU ART THE MAN McBride 


A far cry from his Here Lies A Most Beautiful Lady, etc. A novel based on 
the dramatic story of Samuel's choice of Saul; of Saul and David; of David and Bath- 
sheba, his growth of power, the gradual welding of the Israelites, and eventually 
the birth of Solomon. Recalls Giant Killer of some twelve years or more 230, and 
might have somewhat that appeal, though it varies from it in the up to date termi- 
nology applied to those he terms "gangsters" and "racketeers". A not wholly con- 
sistent modernization, however, for at times he swings into the simplicity of the 
Biblical form. Can't see a wide popular sale for it. $2.50 


September 13 
Randall, Jean AFTER A MAN'S HEART Macrae Smith 


Love story in which maternally-minded Buff learns that her well~meant and 


devoted rule is not appreciated by her parents, who chafe and eventually escape. 
Seeking other dependents, she takes on a broken-hearted ore analyst, and after a di- 


rect rebuff, determines to "get her man" ~ and takes a square and courageous way to 
do it. Fair - for rental library light-weight fiction shelves. $2.00 
Jesse, F. Tennyson ACT OF GOD Greystone 


If you remember your sales on Father Halachy's Miracle two years ago, you 
can gauge this to some extent, although it is not so entertaining nor so original a 
book. A French maritime village, somewhat down at heels, is electrified by the news 
of a visitation of the Virgin to two children. The fame of the village spreads - 
the priest feels that at last his labors are vindicated. Then — into the midst of 
the mildly decadent English colony the bomb explodes - it was a hoax by one of their 
number. They pledge her to secrecy — but the arrival of the Groupers makes too en- 
ticing the chance to confess, and the story breaks. Only a flood and personal sacri- 
fice bring back peace to the heart~broken little curate. $2.50 
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September 16 










Grant, Margaret CALL BACK ‘LOVE Farrar & Rinehart 






Another bet for hammock reading, with Hollywood background and a popular 
theme. A six year old daughter rockets to fame and the resultant riches and lime- 
light imperil a happy marriage. A cut above average for this type of story with 






































likeable characters and plausible happenings. $2.00 
Delavan, Maude Smith THE RUMELHEARTS OF RAMPLER AVENUE Stokes 
* It is almost a first rate sentimental character novel of the Mrs. Wiggs 


school. But the laughs aren't quite so spontaneous and the tears not so assured. 

One feels the near-tragedy of Mrs. Rumelheart with her craving for a home and neigh- 
bors - but one doesn't care quite deeply enough. However, it is so close to success, 
that it ranks well above the average aspirant to Mrs. Wiggs fame. An original idea - 
a spiteful landowner, made to feel his own unpopularity with his neighbors, decides 
to get back at them by planting a trailer family on the lot at the end of the town's 
most exclusive residential street. The sketches by Francesca Bolles tend to give the 


book a twist of comic strip, which isn't quite fair to its heart-warming quality. 


A good chance for a plus sale item. $1.50 


September 17 


Hueston, Ethel CALAMITY JANE OF DEADWOOD GULCH Bobbs, Merrill 


* Good entertainment in a story based on the life of Calamity Jane. Vigorous 
picture of the famous frontier character, hard bitten, rough, relentless ~ and yet 

at times tender-hearted and a friend in need. A secondary plot is the story of the 
missionary's daughter, foisted on Calamity Jane, of their conflict in viewpoint about 
the Indians, and of the romance between the girl and the government agent. A good 
yarn against a setting and character which the pictures have colored too garishly. 
Ethel Hueston is at her best in frontier novels. Good rental library material. $2.00 





September 22 
Goldstone, Lawrence RUN FAR, RUN FAST Greystone 


What one might classify as "good tripe" -— a novel on a time worn theme, the 
triangle a la Lady Chatterley of the invalid husband, the devoted wife and the lover. 
The young couple have escaped reality and curious eyes by going to the coast of Spain. 
The prospective lover arrives on the scene, escaping the tragedy of his bride's sudden 
death. The denouement is more or less inevitable - the claims of pity and affection 
and the past hold the wife to her husband, even though she is carrying her lover's 
child. - The theme, uninspired as it is, has merit in the details of the handling. A 
very readable tale, for moments when no intellectual strain is wanted. Rentals. $2.00 


Buenett, Whit & THE SONG THE SUMMER EVENING SINGS PP rper 
Foley, Martha, editors And Other Novellas 


A convincing proof that the short novel has a definite and distinctive place, 
Reprinted from Story, these long-short stories reveal exceptionally high degree of 
Sy talent. Two of the stories appear here for the first time. Ralph Bates and Eric 
Knight have proved themselves in longer books; Dan Wickenden has a first novel re- 
ported in this issue; Lovell Thompson, Robert Ayre, and Rachel Maddox are newcomers in 
the fietion field. Sell to those who like the long-short story form and who are in- 
terested in new talent. $2.50 
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September 28 


Bernanos, Georges THE DIARY OF A COUNTRY PRIEST Macmillan 


In diary form the inside story is told of a French curate, his relations 
with his parishioners, with the other professional men of the district, and of the 
progr@ss of the disease which gave ground for an insidiously built-up scandal. The 
Slim thread of plot centers around the priest and his endeavor to clear up the hate 
and misunderstanding between the rich count, his wife and his daughter. For those 
who like a philosophical and religious background and development, this will have 
an appeal. Slow in action ~ somewhat touching in the picture of the priest fight— 
ing the cancer which is destroying him ~ limited in appeal. Catholic market, per- 
haps. $2.50 


September ?? 
Gregory, Horace NEW LETTERS IN AMERICA Norton 


Important for students of modern trends in writing, for class use, for 
editors and critics. But for the average reader, interested in collections of short 
stories, sketches and verse, the bulk of the material would seem of somewhat ephem- 
eral interest, and somewhat self-conscious in form. For the essential flavor of 
the book, read a few at random - Bread,etc. by Elick Moll, The Cruise by Muriel 
Rukeyser, Literature in a Political Decade by William Phillips and Philip Rahv. 
Brief notes on the contributors give special value to the collection for future 
reference. Few names have any ring of familiarity at present. $2.00 


Schulberg, Sonya THEY CRIED A LITTLE Scribner 


One would feel safe in saying that this book is the outcroppings of per- 
sonal experience. The young author (it is a first novel) reflects almost photo- 
graphically and phonographically the round of incidents, the cruelty and surface 
hardness, the inner insecurity of today's school girls - Americans in a school in 
Paris. It is a tragic book, with its revelation of the uncertainties of youth. 
The dialogue is evidence of good sense of values in reporting conversations. It 
rings true. Not an important book, but - with more experience and wider range of 
imagination — the author may use her powers to more effect eventually. Not just a 


flash in the pan. $2.50 
October 1 

Morris, Hilda | THE LONG VIEW Putnam 

* This for the Margaret Ayer Barnes' public. Perhaps even more for those 


who liked The Roofs of Elm Street by William McNally. The span of the story covers 
three generations, through the long life of a Quaker, Asher Allan, brought up to a 
conviction of a sheltered life and the divine right of the Allans to supremacy - 

of the first shock of reality when he runs away to join the army just before the 
battle of Antietam — up to the time when his children and his children's children 
alone hold hopes for the survival of the family name. Meticulous attention to de- 
tail is part of the charm of the telling, for one can see the streets and houses 
and the people in‘them. Overlong, perhaps, but the interest is well-sustained, and 
the sense of struggle between tradition and reality progressively strengthened. 
$2.50 
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October 5 
a 
CATS - n CATS 
d 


Clarke, Frances E., compiler Macmillan 


A made to order market, if you know your cat lovers. People who don't like 
cats will find this anthology of cat stories, sketches, etc., lacking in the essen- 
tial quality that makes dog stories appeal to people who like dogs and to those who 
do not. Somehow, people seem unable to write about cats without giving the impres- 
sion of trying to justify their own enthusiasm. There are in the collection a few 





first rate stories:- The Far-Sighted Cat is my favorite of the lot. $2.50 
October 6 
Lowndes, Mrs. Belloc THE FORTUNE OF BRIDGET MALONE Longmans, Green 


One must read Mrs. Lowndes not as mystery but as a tale in which mystery 
enters. Otherwise the pace lacks the rhythm expected, and the style seems even more 
dated (a criticism inevitable whatever the classification). This is the story of a 
young American heiress who goes to Paris to visit her guardian, becomes involved with 
the machinations of a marriage broker who wishes to insure the welfare of her Russian 
lover by marrying him to the girl, and is ultimately further involved in the scandal 
resulting when the Russian kills his mistress. Not a masterpiece, but fair entertain- 


ment, and Mrs. Lowndes has her loyal followers. $2.00 
October 7 
Zaitsev, Boris ANNA Holt 


A dull book, with the usual Russian overlay of too much conversation and 
a heavily padded plot. But there is a cult for Russian books, and this has had 
praise abroad. A tale of love and lust on a Soviet farm, and of Anna, the servant 
girl, in love with a man who dies, lusted after by the farmer, the victim of his 
wife's jealousy. The wife gets her way when Anna protects the household by shooting 
down the bandit chief, and she shuts Anna out, leaving her exposed to retalliation 
at the hand of his followers. Neither a very enlightening picture of Soviet life 


nor a story that seems to matter, one way or another. (At least to this reader!) 
$2.007? 


October 8 
Hichens, Robert DANIEL AIRLIE Doubleday, Doran 


The theatrical setting will give this book an impetus to sales which it 
might otherwise lack. Airlie is an actor, trying to live down a secret in his past 
and when he realizes it can't be done, trying to make it right in the one medium he 
can control, the stage. The playwright, Marling, and the leading lady, are part of 
his scheme. The story is spun out to undue length; there is less of craftsmanship 
than in much of his work. Not in the class with The Paradine Case - or his famous 
best seller, The Garden of Allah... But reasonably good entertainment. $2.50 
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October 18 





Fowler, Gene SALUTE TO YESTERDAY Random House 











A Rocky Mountain town, a feud between a garrulous, bombastic, likeable 
storm center and his deadly enemy who has risen to wealth and power, the murder of 
the latter supposedly by his life long enemy, whose innocence is finally proven ~~ 
this is the slim story for an amazing gallery of characters and incident. Rowdy, 
colorful, and amusing antics, politics, life stories; filled to running over with 
with mad episodes, dialogue and personalities. ‘It's good entertainment of the "tall" 
school that a masculine audience should enjoy. $2.50 





























Wickenden, Dan THE RUNNING OF THE DEER Morrow 


A much better than average first novel. An astute and searching turning 
inside out of a Long Island family, - the father, a retiring student who has not 
kept up with the times; the mother, somewhat ineffectual and sentimental and reluc— 
tantly aware of her inadequacies; Aunt Ada, the best drawn character in the book, 
the self-appointed guardian of the home fires, rapidly turning into a typical spin- 
ster aunt; the two boys, one the blustering college freshman, the other artistic, 
sensitive, withdrawn. The span of the story is the Christmas holiday season, when 
much happens to change the direction of every member of the family. No touch of the 


amateur in the writing, A newcomer to watch. $2.50 
October 14 
Raymond, Ernest THE MARSH Stokes 


We, The Accused won for Ernest Raymond a small but enthusiastic public. 
There he put the case for a mean little murderer so as to make it almost convincing. 
This time he takes a boy criminal in the making, etches in - with cruel detail - over- 
lavish at times - the background of the marsh, the low born dregs of ‘London slums, 
ghettos, riverfronts. Danny is Irish born. Circumstances seem against him. He drifts 
into petty thievery, rationalizing his career by pseudo socialistic theories, talking 
in big terms to cover his panic. A two year jail sentence completes the downward 
push. He eventually dies in rather melodramatic fashion. The book needs tightening; 
there is too little restraint for power, too much awareness of the author. But on 


the whole, a moving story of failure through inherent weakness. $3.00 
October 22 
Bonner, Charles BULL BY THE HORNS Doubleday, Doran 


Another young writer with a first novel, And again a surprisingly readable 
and entertaining yarn, -— romance with a tinge of fantasy, written with humor and sym- 
pathy. A professor, suffering from a nervous breakdown, falls in love with the wrong 
girl and sets the town by the ears when he stages a pastoral, studying wood lore with 

@ her in exchange for teaching her manners and book learning. His wood nymph's local 
suitor and his own quite proper fiancee fail to fall in line with his ideals, so he 
runs away from it all, accompanied by the "nymph" and - after leading federal offi- 
cers a chase from New England to California, marries the girl and returns to reality, 

° Not for run of the mill fiction readers — but has a chance with those liking unusual 


romances, rather skilfully done. $2.00 
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October 22 
Gilbert, O. P. THE CAPTAIN HAD A WIFE Doubleday, Doran 


A translation from the French, and a book that is a long gamble, for while 
it has merit, it is unconvincing, confused, and a difficult book to place. On the 
one side you have the captain, gross, vulgar, but with a fundamental squareness and 
sense of loyalty that you like. On the other side, the wife, repressed, pseudo- 
religious, mean. The scene shifts from a French provincial town to the brothels of 
Shanghai and the captain's ship, and it is hard to compass. Limited appeal. $2.50 


October 25 


Strong, L. A. G. LAUGHTER IN THE WEST Knopf 


There is something of Sheila Kaye-Smith's Sussex Tales quality in this story 
of the inn keeper's daughter who could not make up her mind which of her suitors she 
wanted, and of the series of circumstances that took the decision out of her hands, 
and made her perpetual nurse to a man whe had lost his health in a fight for preserv- 
ing her honor. Through the story runs the thread of the country folk's superstitions, 
their perverted sense of humor, their crudities, their cruelty, their kindliness, 
Strong is better at his atmosphere than his plot. $2.50 


MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


August 19 
Hedley, Frank CAVALIER OF CRIME Lippincott 


Debonair entry into the criminal lists of airman Deen, who figures the 
world owes him a living and who outwits Scotland Yard and the New York police in his 


robberies of jewels, paintings, first folios, registered mail, etc. On the light 
side. : $2.00 


September 23 
Tracy, Virginia PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF A LIONESS Lippincott 


™ An impersonator of a famous foreign film star is shot at a New York opening 
when the star, in disguise, is in the audience to learn about her unknown double. The 
D. A. pressed by public opinion, has many leads to follow before he gets the truth of 
the murder, Overlong, perhaps, complicated in unfolding, but interesting in suspense 
and sustained interest. $2.00 vy 


October 6 
Propper, Milton THE GREAT INSURANCE MURDERS Harper 


Pedestrianly paced but ingeniously contrived series of deaths which occur 
on the Main Line outside Philadelphia, and which sleuth Tommy Rankin finally manages. 


to unravel. $2.00 
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October & 










Low, Gardner ‘INVITATION TO KILL Putnam 







An ingenious story in itself, well constructed, and with a surprise ending. 
Set in a somewhat artificial frame, it may appeal even more to fans who like to see 
the workings of the criminal mind, the development of the crime, the building of the 
plot within the plot. Certainly above average. A New York studio is the scene of 
the crime - a writer, a psychiatrist, a model, a discarded mistress play their parts. 
$2.00 

































October 28 
Dickinson, Weed DEAD MAN TALKS TOO MUCH Lippincott 


Good suspense and build-up in a yarn of three murders, staged dramatically 
in Hollywood stars! studios. A New York private detective accidentally becomes in- 
volved in following the case through, with the doubtful aid of the company's publicity 
man. Stars — past and present —- involved; Hollywood and Caliente make glamorous sets. 

$2.00 


October ?9 


Gayle, Newton DEATH IN THE GLASS Scribner 


Gayle spins a good yarn - smooth and well-done, but this is not his best, 
though it is a good average mystery. An English amateur criminologist, who uses 
the agony column to report his activities is invited to a strange party - and there-— 
YF upon finds himself involved in using his professional experience to solve a double 
murder. $2.00 


These Books Received Too Late To Be Reported In July Bulletins 


Published 
Benet, Stephen Vincent THE DEVIL AND DANIEL WEBSTER Farrar & Rinehart 


Plus sale item. Reprint of a short story already published in O'Brien's 
1937 collection. Review commentary divided — but general agreement that it is a 
good Americana item. A likeable sort of yarn, in the class of tall stories, recount~ 
ing the plight of a New Hampshire farmer who had made a bargain with the Devil, and 
who — hating his bargain ~- hires Daniel Webster to be his advocate. The Devil calls 
up the turncoats of American history as jury - and the jury finds for the farmer, 
thus ousting the Devil from New Hampshire forever! Illusrated by Harold Denison. 


$1.00 
Erksine, John THE BRIEF HOUR OF PRANGOIS VILLON Bobbs, Merrill 
* Sorry this is late ~ not our fault! - The best thing Erskine has done, and 


quite apart from his customary tongue in check approach. He has handled a phase of 
the dramatic Villon story with charm and poignancy. Painted him adventurer, friend, 
lover, poet, and rascal as he follows him through a series of mad amorous adventures, 
with the hangman ever at his heels. The final chapter is - so far as I know - made 
up out of whole cloth. He lets Villon reach his old age in the provinces, secure 
@ from misadventure, successful in bringing up the daughter left him by Catherine, the 
*™ mistress who broke his heart. Most of the story is told in conversation, but speeds 
along without lag or hindrance. Each chapter preceded by an appropriate transcrip-— 
tion of the poet's own songs. Colorful setting of 15th century France. Villon is a 
magnetic, popular figure - familiar enough, but in no sense hackneyed. A good chance 
for popular sales. $2.50 
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MUST BOOKS - WYon-Fiction 


October 7 


Stokes 


? 
Abbe, Patience, Richard & OF ALL PLACES! 
Johnny 


Another trick book, which will doubtless pull down good sales records for 
itself, in line with the success of the predecessor Around The World In Eleven Years. 
To be sure, the young Abbés have not made themselves too popular, as they've dis-— 
played their originality and temperament in person, but it is still fun reading. 
This book deals with things American, from their return and the sparse months before 
their book revolutionized the mechanics of life, on to their Hollywcod experience. 
At times, one is irritated by the overwhelming ego of the trio; now and again, they 
do a bit of conscious soft—-pedalling. But inevitably, they seem to be over-impressed 
with things material. Their comments on the stars in Hollywood wil! give an added 
impetus to sales figures. It has the faults and virtues of the other book, I1llus- 
trated with photographs. The publishers plan substantial backing for the trade. 


$2.00 
October 20 
Benton, Thomas AN ARTIST IN AMERICA McBride 
alas One of the most stimulating books I've read for some time. I had much the 


same sense of excitement that I had when reading Stars Fell On Alabama, and I think 
it is really a better book, wider in scope, and with an intense personal vitality 
behind it Benton is known for his murals, primarily (The New School of Social Re- 
search in New York, the Indiana mural for the World's Fair, the mural in the State 
Capital in Missouri and others). He is unquestionably the most American of them all 
and this is the story back of it, the story of how he has studied his own country at 
first hand, of his boyhood and youth in Missouri, of his rather casual training and 
hand to mouth living on spasmodic illustrating jobs and so on, in New York, and then 
of the publicity attendant on the quarrels of the critics over his work that put him 
in the public eye. The most fascinating part of the book, however, are the chapters 
devoted to his wanderings, North, South, West, through mountain districts, by river 
travel ways. A lusty, warmly human book; blood and sinew of America — and grand 
réading. Don't overlook it - it is bound to stir up a certain amount of rancour, 
for he has not minced matters. But it means talk and more talk - and sales. I[llus- 


trated. $3.50 


And These Books Are Good Bets - Watch the Reports Below 


For its timeliness, Spy Overhead by Clinch Calkins (Harcourt, Brace); for good ad- 
venture-autobiography, Beyond Horizons by Lincoln Ellsworth (Doubleday, Doran); for 
its practical guide to current thinking, Economics for Everybody by Mervyn Crobaugh 
(Morrow); for sheer human interest, I Was A Share Cropper by H. H. Kroll (Bobbs, 
Merrill). An important "booksellers' book" — Yankee Bookseller by Charles Good- 
speed (Houghton, Mifflin). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Won-Fiction 


September 2 


Calkins, Clinch SPY OVERHEAD: Harcourt, Brace 
The Story of Industrial Espionage 
* The Civil Liberties investigation in Washington has made industrial espi- 


onage and strike breaking front page news. This book is based on the shocking dis- 
closures made in this investigation. It dramatizes and highlights the despicable 
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use of spies and strike breakers and does not make pleasant reading for the T.B.M. 
It shows how industry is itself being trapped by the very system it inaugurated to 
trap labor. Although somewhat biased, the author does a sincere job in showing up 
the Espionage Combine of Burns, Pinkerton, etc., and the manufacturers of tear gas 
and tear gas equipment. The human element is brought in through tragic cases of 
suffering of individuals. A book of timely and historical value for those inter- 
ested in labor problems today. $2.50 


Seprenber-BOE cgteler 14 


Lawson, Victor SWIMM/I.G Lippincott 


A how-to-do book, and of the four I have read, in the past few years, the 
best. Clear, step by step (or should I say stroke by stroke?) description of pro- 
cedure. Home exercises. Fundamentals of breathing repeated at intervals through 
the book. The standard strokes, such as the breast stroke, the side stroke and the 
crawl, with their modern innovations, developments and variations. A section on 
diving. On water sports. On beach exercises. Illustrated. Start selling now, for 
winter exercise in pools and gymnasiums, and don't forget it for camps and recreation 
list next spring. $1.50 


McGinley, Phyllis ONE MORE MANHATTAN | Harcourt, Brace 


Light verse familiar to readers of The New Yorker, Saturday Review, The 
Post, and so on. Nice rhythms, current metropolitan topics, easy reading for those 
who like Dorothy Parker (not so good); Arthur Guiterman, Margaret Fishback. A gift 
book for plus sales. Good guest room table item. $2.00 


September 3 


Greene, Laurence THE FILIBUSTER Bobbs, Merrill 
The Career of William Walker 


A well-told and graphic story of one of the strangest and most fantastic 
episodes of modern history, the quick rise to power and equally rapid deflation of 
an adventurer whose talents were insufficient to outweigh his weaknesses. William 
Walker, for a brief moment dictator of Nicaragua, with four other weak and corrupt 
Central American republics in his grasp, was destined by his parents in Nashville 
as a minister. His early years were scattering, - medicine, law, journalism, various 
degrees; then the shock of the death by cholera of the woman he loved; and the call 
of gold in California. From that moment, he became a professional filibuster, and 
in 1854, at the age of 30, launched a raid on Lower California (then Mexico) and 
Sonora. iInddequate supplies, poor planning, high sounding phrases were not enough; 
the effort failed, but his popularity among Californians acquitted him. Then came 
the call from Nicaragua, and convinced of his “manifest destiny" he sailed with his 
58 fellow adventurers. Thrilling adventure, fierce fighting, tactical errors, and 
then - after his proclamation of himself as president, his conflict with Commodore 
Vanderbilt, and the inevitable conclusion. As a dramatic bit of American history 
and as a picture of as strange an adventurer as could be conceived, this story de- 
serves to be known. This book accomplishes that end effectively. Plus sale for 
older boys, school and public libraries. A small book by Merritt Allen on Harper's 
juvenile list is the only recent competitor. Sixteen illustrations and maps. $3.50 
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September 3 


fs MeMurtrie, Douglas C. THE BOOK Covici, Friede 








An exhaustive study of the history of the book, from the earliest known 
facts and legends about records and writing, to the modern presses of today. There 
is other material on the subject; but I happen to know of none other so thorough, 
so accurate, and such easy reading. Full cf anecdotal material, dramatic episodes, 
and liberally illustrated with facsimile pages and reproductions of old prints. The 
author goes to some length into the controversy over the invention of movable type. 
He presents various sides of the picture fairly. He gives enough of the social and 
economic and political conditions to explain the progress - or lack of it - at var- 
jous steps of the way. The discussion of incunabula - of fine printing - of modern 
presses, etc., is important for booksellers dealing in fine and rare books, and for 


collectors. $5.00 


September 7 


Gibbs, Wolcott BED OF NEUROSES | Dodd, Mead 


A collection of pieces by one of The New Yorker staff, and good reading. 
Childhood memories - personal dislikes ~— episodes - parodies ~ an appreciation of 
Calvin Coolidge as a moving picture actor - the author's left footedness in an R QO 


T C camp —- ideal material for pick-up reading. Good steamer or sick-room present. 
$2200 


ad 


Wister, Marina FANTASY AND FUGUE 7/ 2)/27) Macmillan 


Some very charming verse, with an emotional quality and a sense of color, 
form and people that makes the Mexican poems, particularly very arresting. Not an 
important milestone in modern verse, but well above average level. $1.75 


September 10 


Collins, Michael DEATH IN DUBLIN Doubleday, Doran 


A book about the Irish Rebellion, during the period before, during and 
after the World War. Primarily the story of that other Michael Collins, one of 
the leaders, who at the opening of the book is striding the decks of a small steamer, 
bearing him back to Dublin after ten years in England. The book follows his career, 
from the rebels' capture of the Dublin General Post Office, the siege, imprisonment, 
to his rise to leadership, his acquisition of the Sinn Feiners, his campaigns against 
the English, and his death. Adventure, escapades, character, - a minute study of the 
man and his associates. The author, in taking for granted too thorough a knowledge 
of the period, has limited his market. $2.50 


Funk, Wilfred J. SO YOU THINK IT'S NEW Funk & Wagnalls 


For the Believe It Or Not market. A collection of curiosities in past 
history which goes to prove that the world simply goes in circles. A good book to 
give to that friend who thinks that we are all going to the dogs, that never before 
have labor conditions, or money conditions, or social customs been so depraved as 
today. It is amusing ~- and enlightening. Handled in a light vein, but packed with 
sound facts of historical importance. Drawings by Russell Sherman. $2.00 
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September 10 


Groves, Ernest R, THE AMERICAN WOMAN Greenberg 


The Feminine Side of Masculine Civilization 


The central thesis of this book is that it is reluctanceon the part of 
humans to accept social changes and make adjustments to a new order that hampers 
self-expression of women — and not opposition on the part of men. Mr. Groves traces 
the history of women from Biblical times, showing how pioneer days raised the status 
of women to near equality with men, and the industrial revolution sanctioned women 
working outside the home. After the Civil War, the professional status of women was 
raised, the Women's Club Movement was born, suffrage was fought and won, and the 
World War opened all doors to her. A useful reference book for libraries and clubs; 
for business offices and organizations. But too pedantic for general reading. $3.00 


Morrell, Peter POISONS, POTIONS, PROFITS Knight 
The Antidote To Radio Advertising 


Consumers' unions' files are used as a basis for this study of the dangers 
in radio advertising. With no blinking at facts or fear of consequences, the author 
cites stations, hours, programs, skits and products - he exposes all sorts of famil- 
iar things in the field of drugs, cosmetics, toothpastes (such things as Lady Esther, 
Lysol, the yeast hoax, slenderizing fakes, etc.). He attacks the weakness of the 
Tugwell bill, shows up Copeland for the ways in which he has emasculated the whole 
thing, and pleads with the public to face facts and take some sort of stand. A book 


along the line of 100,000,000 Guinea Pigs. $2.00 
September 14 
Zaturenska, Mary COLD MORNING SKY Macmillan 


These may have some distinguishing features, but they struck me as unin- 
spired verse, of the nature school, with little to distinguish them either from point 
of view of content or form. $1.75 


September 15 
Bacmeister, Rhoda W. CARING FOR THE RUN-ABOUT CHILD Dutton 


Good common-sense approach to the psychological and disciplinary problems 
of the child between two and five. Takes up questions of habits, temperament, play, 
vocabulary, teaching, fears, foods, sex problems, books, music, etc. etc. Compre- 
hensive —- not overly modern — well-balanced - and constructive. A good book to sell 
to the youné mother who does not want to go into the intricacies of Freudian approach 
to the young child, but who wants to have a sound basis of wise handling. Illustrated 


with photographs. $2.50 


September 16 
Ilf, Ilya & Petrov, Eugene LITTLE GOLDEN AMERICA Farrar & Rinehart 


Two famous Soviet humorists survey these United States - so reads the sub- 
title. The authors, with absent-minded Mr. Adams and his speed-loving wife acquire 
a Ford and tour from New York to California and back, recording their experiences 
and their findings. They record that capitalism is forming storm troops against 
future revolution, that money is the stimulus of American life, that America is 
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dangerously ill, that fear is omnipresent, that there is no goal. All in all, they 
prefer Soviet Russia. To see ourselves as others see us can be entertaining and 

this is good reading and full of interesting comments. A book for specially picked 
customers. Illustrated. saciid 


September 20 


Strode, Hudson SOUTH BY THUNDERBIRD Random House 


With keen enthusiasm for his books on Bermuda and Cuba, we anticipated 
this book on Central and South America by plane with interest. And it entirely 
lives up to the promise of the others. Strode has that faculty for making his 
readers share the essential flavor of the places of which he writes. He gives 
enough of the history and background to strike a note of authenticity; he intro- 
duces governmental and economic aspects in conversations with people of all sorts; 
he shares his impressions and his enthugiasms. In a final chapter he discusses the 
trip that President Roosevelt made and the signing of the American pact. The appen- 


dix sketches the history of the Pan-American Airways. Illustrated with photographs. 
$3.00 


September of 
May, Earl Chapin THE CANNING CLAN Macmillan 


Read as though done at the instigation of the canning industry, but in 
spite of the favorable viewpoint, not too objectively presented, it is an interest-— 
ing account of the preservation of food, of how and where it started, of the men and 
women who worked for its advancement, the problems raised, the effect on eating 
habits, the scientific an§ mechanical changes in the processes. Since America is 
the leader of the industry, Americans are the primary concern of the author. A book 
for business men interested in food problems. Should be of interest to intelligent 
housewives, if it can be brought to their attention. Illustrated. $3.00 


September 22 
Dunsany, Lord MY IRELAND Funk & Wagnalls 


A personal interpretation of Ireland from the author's friendship with 
poets — the Abbey Theater - places and hunting and out-of-doors. Anecdotes, legends, 
Irish government, Irish ideals,readably presented by one who loves her. Not a guide 
book, but good for armchair background material and a plus sale to the hunting and 


shooting fraternity. Illustrated. $2.50 
Hicks, Ami Mali & COLOR IN ACTION Funk & Wagnalls 


Oglesby, Catharine 


This book will have a specialized market, but for those to.whom it will be 
of value, I should think it would prove an essential item. Miss Hicks is herself an 
artist, and has had wide experience working with color theory applied to practical 
problems of stage sets, decoration, costuming, etc. The results of her experience 
are here made available for the commercial fields concerned in the artistic use of 
color. The technical aspects are such that anyone with the practical need and some 
technical knowledge would find them readily applicable. Certain chapters ~ on home 
decoration, color values in walls, rugs, draperies, upholstery and so on; on clothes; 
on make up — these are valuable for anyone, layman or professional. The whole book 
makes one color-conscious and is quite revealing. The market includes theatrical 
people, costume designers, window jecorators, interior decorators, advertisers, and 
so on. Includes color chart. $3.00 
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September 22 





McCole, C. John LUCIFER AT LARGE Longmans, Green 





A refreshing approach to the moderns, with due appreciation of their con- 
tribution as a group, their individual genius, their permanent value, but with an 
objective slant on their fallacies in standards and values. Dreiser, Cabell, Sher- 
wood Anderson, Vardis Fisher, Ernest Hemingway, Thomas Wolfe, James Farrell, James 
Joyce and many others are discussej, and their principle works analyzed from the 
challenging angle of where their work fits into the larger picture. He deplores 
many of the tendencies, but sees hope in the work of some of the healthier-—minded 
writers who appreciate the many-sidedness of the human animal, and the importance 
of a story to tell and a background to present. One sometimes quarrels with his 
inclusion of unimportant writers, his exclusion of others who are making a larger 
contribution; one feels that he overemphasizes fiction to the exclusion of other 
forms of writing. But the book is stimulating and should be valuable for club 
groups, reading circle discussion, colleges and public libraries. $3.00 



















September-24 = / Al /3é 
Ellsworth, Lincoln BEYOND HORIZONS Doubleday, Doran 













The summarizing autobiography, covering some of the earlier material, but 
giving no impression of repetition. Etches in briefly a somewhat luxurious boyhood, 

schooling, training as engineer. He felt early the pull of the wilds, but found that 
engineering did not answer the urge, and turned to Arctic exploration. Joined forces 
with Amundsen in the successive attempts, finally successful, to fly across the Ant-— 
arctic regions. His marriage is a thread of happiness woven in and out. His rela- 

tions with Byrd, and other explorers ~ his own experiences ~ polar nerves — nice bits 




























my about the strange life. One senses something of a defense of himself as explorer, a 
| wish to prove it a vital urge. Not inspired but readable. Plus sale for boys. 
$3.50 
Irwin, Rita & PRACTICAL BIRTH CONTROL McBride 


Paolone, Clementina 


The first book that has come out with definite facts on the positive side, 
instead of getting at practical advice by process of evasion and elimination. The 
authors discuss, first the need of birth control, the justification, the position of 
the medical profession and the churches. Then. they dispose of the superstitions, 
the old wives' tales, the half way measures. They go into the theories of rhythms 
and safe periods and show their weaknesses. And then they come to the tried and 
proved methods, advocated and taught at the birth control clinics now authorized in 
many parts of the country. They do not name commercia™@ products, but they do indi- 
cate types, methods of use, costs, and the necessity of consultation with a doctor. 

$1.75 


September 27 


Bierman, B. W. (Bernie) & WINNING FOOTBALL Whittlesey House 
Mayer, Frank 

Frank Glick, Captain of Princeton Football Team, 1915, reports: "Here's a 
book by one of the truly great coaches of all time, who has turned out championship 
teams at Minnesota, season after season. For less than the price of a ticket, he 
. initiates the reader into the fundamentals of the game, psychology, strategy and 
@ technique that goes to make great players and great teams. He stresses the need of 
good material, indicates that he considers ‘blocking' the foundation of go00d foot-— 
ball, shows how he teaches it, lays a daily program for a season of training. A book 
for the young coach, the player, the fan - not for the uninitiate. Written with in- 
timate and informal touch that gives you a glimpse behind the scenes, and breathes 
the spirit of winning football." Z $2.50 
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September 28 


Koudrey, Vladimir ONCE A COMMISSAR Yale 


This doesn't quite fit into the picture - neither pro - nor anti-Soviet; 
not an expose or a "rave". Simply the autobiography of a youth bewildered by the 
movement of which he found himself a part, first through his service of supplies 
work in the army in his late teens, then his work with his step-father who was sent 
to England to arrange trade relations, and finally with his travels back ani forth 
through Russia, to coast ports in an ice cutter collecting raw materials, and so on, 
Anecdotal material about the bureaucracy, the peasants, the routine - personal ex- 
periences - his uncertainty, growing with the years. Eventually his decision to 
leave Russia for good. It has a rather unique charm, gives a new slant on the Soviet 
picture, and has high spots of good reading, though it seems uneven in interest.$2.50 


September 29 


Crobaugh, Mervyn ECONOMICS FOR EVERYBODY Morrow 
From The Pyramids To The Sit-—Down Strike 


With the subject of economics on everyone's tongue, this ABC treatment 
should prove very valuable for the man (and woman) in the street who wants to under- 
stand the general history, development ani whys and wherefores of modern conditions 
and standards. Historical treatment, with very little hint of personal opinion or 
personal stand on present day problems. Written in straightforward fashion, clarify- 
ing terminology and theory and schools of thought. Not as inspired a job as the fiery 
Man's Worldly Geods by Leo Huberman, which still - in my opinion - is the best thing 
on the subject that has been written. But a book that will appeal to the conservative 
with a somewhat capitalistic point of view. A book for older boys and girls as well 
as the layman who is not "in the know", $2.50 


Dodds, E. R. — editor JOURNAL AND LETTERS OF STEPHEN MACKENNA Morrow 
With A Preface by Padraic Colum 


Not the novelist - that point is essential as a starter. This Mackenna is 
important from the angle of the classical scholars, and the interest in the book will 
be largely confined to that group. His chief claim to fame seems to be his life-long 
ambition to tramslate Plotinus into English, and to this end he faced poverty and was 
financed by a patron. He backed the movement to spread the study of Gaelic. He failed 
to qualify as a journalist. The Hellenic urge was too strong. The diary covers the 
years 1907-1928 and is philosophical, random thoughts, quite delightful. The letters 
are the cream of the whole ~ very charming, very Irish. Some of the most ‘amusing are 
addressed to the other Stephen Mackenna. A limited market. Colleges. Libraries. 

$4.00 


September ?? 


Rose, H. Wickliffe BRITTANY PATROL Norton 
The Story of the Suicide Fleet 


What Millholland did for the "Splinter Fleet" in the Adriatic, the author 
does for operations in the Bay of Biscay during the War. Experiences as a radio 
operator, later as ensign, first on a converted yacht, then on the U. S. S. destroyer 
Wadsworth, stationed at Brest. A year and a half of the American force's work in 
"patrolling for submarines, sweeping for mines, defending shipping and troop trans- 
ports against attack." Log and eyewitness stories. An interesting phase of the war. 
but lacks the dash of Splinter Fleet,and while the successive encounters may hold 
the interest of the professional, they seem repetitious to the layman, Illustrated, 


$3.50 
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Hi & «=-_s«sTreble, H. A. & AN ABC OF ENGLISH USAGE Oxford 
Vallins, G. H. 






A standard reference book for those who find Fowler a bit too discursive 
and somewhat precieuse. Dr. Henry Seidel Canby has written an introduction for the 
American edition. The material is arranged, as in Fowler, alphabetically like a 
dictionary, but in the course of the amplification of each word or phrase, much val- 
uable information as to source, original definition and usage is given. Word books 
of all kinds fascinate me, and I found this not less intriguing than the best of them. 

$1.25 
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Wormser, Rene YOUR WILL AND WHAT NOT TO DO ABOUT IT Simon & Schuster 






An excellent handbook for anyone who is about to make, or change, a will. 
Goes into the importance of having a will, the procedure, the points to be considered, 
the various stumbling blocks that may arise, the part the lawyer plays, the impor- 
tance of knowledge of state laws, and so on. Topically arranged, and will be care- 
fully indexed and annotated so that special questions can be referred to readily. The 
appendix contains supplementary material on forms of wills, etc. $2.00 
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Webster, Nesta H. LOUIS XVI AND MARIE ANTOINETTE Putnam 
A circumscribed period ~ between the accession to the throne and the eve 
e of revolution, ending with the summoning of the Notables. A court biography, with 


but four chapters devoted to things political, but with virtually nothing of the 
social background leading up to the catastrophe. It is Marie Antoinette's story, - 
the boredom of her first years at court, the resultant frivolity as escape, mother- 
hood and satisfaction in domesticity, the scandals of later years, without founda- 
tion. A vindication of her heroine, through court memoirs and letters. A minor 
picture of Louis, but a favorable one. On the whole, unimportant as a contribution 
to the factual approach to the period. But good for local color. $3.75 


Jayson, Lawrence M. MANIA Funk & Wagnalls 


Another "asylum" book. This might be distinguished from the others in that 
the man has been able to record very precisely his own symptoms, his awakening con- 
sciousness, his determination to win the fight himself. He goes into description of 
his hallucinations, his voices, his fears of people as demons; then the little things 
that caught his attention, and the gradual awakening. He made so rapid a recovery 
that he was allowed some freedom and overdid; this too he recognized and conquered. 
The book has been written since his recovery, as a help to others facing the same 
problems. Chief market to those interested in mental hygiene. $2.00 


Edstrom, David TESTAMENT OF CALIBAN Funk & Wagnalls 


Autoblography of the sculpture. Born in Sweden, brought to this country 
and the Mid-west as a child. Held a series of jobs and then determined that he was 
going to be an artist and tramped across half a continent and shipped as a stoker 
to Sweden to demand entrance to the Royal Academy. Certain prerequisites were de- 
manded — these too he met. And this is the story of himself as sculptor - a trifle 
mad - a temperamental artist - difficult in his human adjustment - a "Caliban". 
$3.00 
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Goodspeed, Charles YANKEE BOOKSELLER Houghton, Mifflin 


Very definitely a "booksellers' book" in the same sense that the A. Edward 


Newton books are "booksellers' books". First, for the clues it gives to the success-— 


ful building-up of an old book business; then for the leads it gives to collectors.,, 
Goodspeedis' is a by-word in the book business; his book is first and last a Boston 
book, full of local color and local celebrities, almost too much so for a wide gen- 
eral public. The reminiscences are scattered, there is little attempt at chrono- 
logical order, but when all is told, the pieces fall into place, with the emphasis 
on the anecdotal aspects and the phases of the growing business, rather than of 
Charles Goodspeed as a personality. Autographed edition - $10.00. Traie el. $3.75 


Thach, Stephen D. FINGER PAINTING AS A HOBBY lo- 6, Harper 


In the Fall cf 1934, finger painting crept into New York's consciousness 
through the first of the exhibitions. In November of that year, Ruth Shaw's book 
on the discovery of the substance and the method and value of its application was 
published. Since then, finger paints have been put on sale in department stores 
and toy shops the country over. Exhibits have been given. Schools and play grounds 
have incorporated the craft. Adults have found it an ideal entertainment, with 
creative value. This book gives it its due - expands the technique offered in the 
first book, shows the practical applications that have been made and makes it sound 
too fascinating for words. Tie up with toy department - secure actual work as dis- 
play material. A good chance for a plus sale in the recreational field. $14.95 


October p on O 
Vandercook, John W. DARK ISLANDS Harper 


Mr. Vandercook penetrates the Fiji Islands, the New Guinea bush and the 
Solomons for "the fun of it" though now and again he wondered if he had been led 
astray, when he and his wife were caught in an open river boat in a tremendous storm, 
with cocoanut shells to bail. He tells some amusing and strange stories of the na- 
tives and the whites, of people on shipboard. He had no harrowing experiences, but 
for people who like pleasant accounts of strange places and people, it is interest- 
ing enough. On the whole, however, it is a conventional, somewhat superficial book, 
with a personal flavor, whether the writer tells of meeting a race of head-hunters, 
or of pet owls, or of a parrot who tore shoe laces andnibbleihis wife's ear. Illus-— 
trated. $3.50 


Fish, Carl Russell THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR: Longmans, Green 
An Interpretation 


If there is need for another history of the Civil War, here it is. There 
is nothing particularly challenging about it. The chief contribution it makes isthe 
objectivity of the approach, the lack of partisanship, placing the responsibility 
now on the North, now on the South, showing where the weaknesses of the human equa- 
tion entered into the problems of allocating responsibility, judgment in decisions, 
etc. He places blame where blame is due in the unjustified prolongation of the war. 


He shows how Lincoln had planned to speed reconstruction and how his successor failed. 


The actual war campaigns are the smallest part of the whole. A good general survey, 
for those who want a fair and comprehensive picture in one volume. $3.50 
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October 7 
Thiess, Frank THE VOYAGE Of FORGOTTEN MEN Bobbs, Merrill 


This reconstruction of a forgotten - and terrible - chapter in history re- 
calls the recent digging up of the Bounty story. Here is an episode in the Russo- 
Japanese War, the setting forth of the Russian Pacific Squadron, against the juis- 
ment of its commander, with sieves as boats, inadequate equipment, inexpert crew, 
insufficient fuel and food. Then the long voyage to the Pacific and the engagement 
in which Togo virtually annihilated the whole squadron. The shift of blame to the 
commander and his dismissal for neglect of duty, because of his too great knowledge 
of the facts behind the story. If he needed justification for the disaster, here it 
is. But - one wonders a bit cynically - who cares, today. The telling of the tragic 
episode is adequate but lacks the imaginative quality, the dramatic quality that put 


the Bounty story over. A rather limited market. ‘Illustrated with 16 pictures, 3 maps. 
$3.50 


Jones, Howard Mumford "THE HARP THAT ONCE--" Holt 
Tom Moore and the Regency Period 


A scholarly and well documented biography of the Irish poet, with the em- 
phasis on his work rather than his life. The events of his life form the framework 
on which the book is built, but there is Little done to make the man a sympathetic 
or vital figure. His work is analyzed, his poems quoted, statements are backed up 
by quotations from his journal, letters and other writings. There is something of 
the period in which he lived, the relations between his writings and contemporary 
life, but to anyone unfamiliar with the 18th and 19th centuries, the book will seem 
overcrowded with unfamiliar names, places, dates and events, which make for cumber- 
someness. The writer assumes — but does not create -— an interest in Moore. His ap- 
proach is mental ~- where it needs the human and emotional approach to recapture any 
of the flavor of the poet or the man. In view of the scarcity of material on the 


subject, this book may have a place, but the market is very limited. Illustrated. 
$3.50 


October 8 


Thomas, Bertram THE ARABS Doubleday, Doran 


If one thinks of the Arabs as a race that has always been as unimportant 
as they seem today, this book will disabuse your mind. Interesting —- thorough study 
of a little touched field, tracing the Arab people from the dawn of history, showing 
their rise to world power over four centuries, the Crusades, and their waning power, 
but not until they had left deep impress on the arts, sciences, literature and civil- 
ization of the world. The author then turns to the Arabs of today, the use made of 
them in the World War, the British mandate, and its success and failure, the problem 
confronting them today in small compass, with two other races laying claim to what 
they consider their own. An objective and fair viewpoint is sustained, and the book 
makes a definite contribution to a better understanding of current history. Should 
have a substantial sale to all students of world affairs, professional and lay. $38.50 


Parsons, Edwin C. THE GREAT ADVENTURE Doubleday, Doran 


* Well written story of the Lafayette Escadrille which fills a real gap in 
the history of the air forces of the World War, and has a note of authenticity in the 
personal approach of the author, a survivor of that gallant little band. The 38 
youths who were alive when we went into the war were incorporated into our own air 
force and made air history - in spite of the fact that not one of them could pass 

the medical tests. The personalities of the group are simply and movingly sketched. 
The whole is told with restraint, tragic undertones, some humor, A significant piece 
of work, which will interest anyone concerned with war material or with the history 


of aviation. $2. 75 
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October 8 


Rawson, Marion Micholl OF THE EARTH EARTHY Dutton 


In this series of books recreating the lives of our pioneer ancestors, 
Marion Rawson is making an important contribution to Americana. The preceding books 
have had more tangible value for antiquarians, perhaps, but this book does more than 
any other work I happen to know to fill in some gaps in our understanding of the 
simple mechanics of living, - what sort of wood they used and how, where they got 
their salt, their soap, their lime, sundry things needei for agriculture, for build- 
ing, for daily living. A patchwork quilt sort of book, which makes interesting read- 
ing to anyone with imagination enough to put the pieces together. The line drawings 
are part and parcel of the spirit of the whole. $3.00 


Clark, Sydney GOLDEN TAPESTRY OF CALIFORNIA McBride 


One of the most successful travel guide experts turns his attention to our 
own country, and starts with California. A handbook that should prove invaluable to 
anyone who is traveling there, for he takes section after section, goes into its his- 
tory, its records of the past, its natural beauties, and - now and again - its cur- 
rent interest in such mundane things as places to eat, and things to do. From all of 
these angles, a good job. But it lacks the inspirational quality that made Drury's 
book, California: An Intimate Guide, a book for everyone who had ever been or hoped 
to go to California.... Illustrated with photographs and maps. $3.00 


me 


Falstaff, Jake THE BULLS OF SPRING | Putnam 


Here is poetry I can understand and appreciate. Sometimes I feel — with 
this ultra modern stuff called poetry - that I have lost the ability to sense the 
real thing when it comes. Then I find, in a book of this sort, that I am swept along 
with the essential quality of the thought, vision and expression. This is a selec- 
tion from his work, with a prefatory note by William Lyons Phelps. $2.00 


Pottle, Frederick A. | BOSWELL AND THE GIRL PROM BOTANY BAY |, / x] 3) Viking 


An important item for collectors of literary curiosities, but too academic 
a presentation of the story to attract the average reader. The story itself, of the 
girl convict who escaped from Australia with her husband, baby and a group of fellow 
settlers, is a dramatic one, and some day may form the nucleus of a fascinating bit 
of fiction. But as here presented, its interest is implicit, and the text itself 
reads for what it is - a scholarly thesis presented in the form of an address. Recog~- 


nizing its limited market, the publishers are printing 500 copies. $7.50 
October 11 
Coolidge, Dane TEXAS COWBOYS Dutton 


Picture of the Texas cowboy of the past, showing various facets of his life, 
the daily routine, his work, handling of the cattle, the songs he sang, the stories 
he told, the games he played. Real anecdotes of real cowboys. Dane Goolidge does 
this sort of thing extremely well, and he knows the subject of which he writes.$2.50 


Devoe, Alan PHUDD HILL Messner 


A very charming little book of appreciation of country life, with much the 
quality of the David Grayson Countryman's Year in its observation and philosophy. 
Sell to that market. A beautiful piece of bookmaking. $2.00 
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October 13 
/ Kroll, Harry Harrison I WAS A SHARE CROPPER Bobbs; Merrill 


a A human document of real merit and timely interest. The problem of the share 
cropper is a vital one in the fabric of American life. This is the inside story of one 
of them, born in a share cropper's cabin, uprooted time and again when circumstances 
got too difficult and the grass in the mext meadow looked greener. An amazing picture 
of incredible poverty, with life sustained by tremendous pride, a certain sort of 

| Staunch integrity, and family loyalty. The father, artistic in temperament, but a 

| good worker; the mother, indefatigable, ambitious, proud, hot-headed, possessive, emo- 
tional; brother, sister, friends, associates. With no schooling save what the mother 
gave them; with no cash, inadequate food, ragged clothes ungraciously supplemented by 
occasional inappropriate gifts from lady bountiful, even so one of the boys, the au- 
thor, eventually pulled himself out of the slough, gave himself an education and be- 
came a teacher; the other brother, equally ambitious, achieved a certain position for 
himself, but lost out in the depression. Factual evidence to support the fictional 
presentation in Charlie May Simon's novel, The Share Cropper. Interesting for its 
social value — and as a story. $2.75 
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Hoover, Calvin B. DICTATORS AND DEMOCRACIES Macmillan 


I don't know who buys this sort of study —- but if bought, and read, it might 
stir up some controversy, for one emerges feeling that it is (1) a defense of capital- 
ism; (2) an apology for Naziism; (8) an attack on Communism; (4) an acceptance of the 
inevitability of some sort of dictatorship in democratic countries unless we band to- 
gether and fight it now. However, it is unimpassioned and dull, so may be overlooked. 

$1.50 





EEE 


Ii} © Nock, Albert Jay PREE SPEECH AND PLAIN LANGUAGE Morrow 


A collection of essays, many of which deal with the position of women and 
his not too flattering opinion of them. Erudite, graceful, but limited in appeal. 
$2.75 


| Bakeless, John CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE I[- 10 Morrow 


George Cronyn wrote a fictional biography of Marlowe in Mermaid Tavern, a 
dull and inexcusably bawdy book. Now comes this excellent biography, a definitive 
work and fascinating reading, Scholarly, dispassionate appraisal of the man and his 
work, through source material and his plays and verse. The type of thing that Neilson 
and Wilson have done for Shakespeare. Starts with a brilliant analysis of the man; 
then with meticulous scholarship, traces his ancestry through records, his years of 
schooling, then on to London. Detailed anecdotal material on his contemporaries - 
good background material on the period. Study of his four big plays. Then his death 
in a tavern duel. Discussion of his lesser work, his translations, and so on. In 
spite of the scholarly approach, it is smooth reading and interesting. Limited by 
the limitations of interest in his subject - not by his handling. Illustrated. $3.50 


ye 
Cerotres—tu— popannnn |} = ‘4 
TURN OF THE WORLD | Lippincott _ 


Decies, Lady ” keh 
Lady Decies was Mrs. Hort ene, and known to the reading public through, The pee 
Gilded Age. Now in her present guiSe, as Lady Decies, she turns back the pages to 
(mj, give her memories of American society in the gay '90's, pen sketches of Mrs. Fish, Mrs. 
- Astor, Mrs. Belmont, Mrs. Oelrichs. Anecdotal material about parties of the time, 
about yachting, the races, the spas, Saratoga, Newport, New York. And — in sharp 
contrast ~ a final chapter describing the coronation of George the VI and Westminster 
Abbey from the inside looking on. Good gossipy stuff, with a certain sort of snob ap— 
peal. Not the cheap and somewhat unpleasant sensationalism of the other book. $3,00 






























August 15, 1937 - 365 - 


i 
Lt” 
b 


October 14 
Cohen-Portheim, Paul THE SPIRIT OF PARIS Lippincott 


I loved his gngland, the Unknown Isle. I felt he didn't quite measure up 
in The Spirit of London. But now, in The Spirit of Paris, one catches again the rare 
flavor of his personal enthusiasm, and the feel and sight and sound and scent of the 
city itself. The photographs alone make the book worth while. Add to that a text 
written with rare charm, sound scholarship, and the ability to blend the historical 
values with the emotional and the human. It would make an ideal gift for a person 
going to Paris for the first time, as a supplement to the conventional guide—book. 





And it would also be the perfect armchair reading for seasoned travelers. $3.00 we 


Late August Books Received Too Late For Inclusion in July Bulletins 


Kahm, Harold S. START YOUR OWN BUSINESS Hillman Curl 


A book about which a bookseller should know, but which has a limited and 
specialized appeal. Suggestions of small businesses to be launched on little capital 
(from $15 to $2500). Information about how and where to buy, display of merchandise, 
budget figures on rent, advertising, etc. A useful handbook. $1.50 


Wilson, Rita 89 NEW WAYS FOR WOMEN TO MAKE MONEY AT HOME Hillman Curl 


This alluring book makes it sound all too rosey. Success stories which 
lack the ring of authenticity. Chief value in helping reader explore possibilities 
and suggest possible avenues of profit. Some warnings. $ .99 


Wood, Clement CARELESSNESS: Public Enemy No.JI Hillman Curl 


Study of various ways in which carelessness contributes to loss of life, 
maiming, loss of job, failure, and general inadequacies. Factual evidence. $1.00 


Wood, Clement & Goddard, Gloria GAMES FOR TWO Hillman Curl 


An excellent handbook for the game shelf — for clubs, recreation rooms, 
households where games for two are wanted, country homes, etc. Virtually every game 
one can think of offhand, with the exception of the new game, Jo-jotte, seems to be 
included, with some games described for two which one usually associates with four 
or more. Directions for playing and scoring straishtforward and easy. $1.50 


Mitchell, Edwin Valentine THE HORSE AND BUGGY AGE IN NEW ENGLAND Coward, McCann 


This author has a faculty for hunting up all sorts of odd and interesting 
and colorful facts, and spinning them together in a text which is charming, informa- 
tive in the most unobtrusive way, at times humorous, anecdotal and delightful pick- 
up reading. This study of the carriage and harness makers, the livery stables, the 
coachmen, and all the minutiae of the horse and buggy day is a good plus sale item 
for your customers who want something different -~ and who recall those days. $3.00 


Palmer, Rachel Lynn @ 40,000,000 GUINEA PIG CHILDREN Van guard 
Alpher, I. M. 


A guide through the maze of misinformation handed out by advertisers, radio 
programs, magazines, household institutes, etc. Expose of patent medicines, cod liver 
oil compounds, cereals, cheap candies, bakery products, milk products, etc. Practical 
information on vitamins, avoiding advertised products. Book for parent-teacher groups, 
enlightened parents, club groups, etc. $2.00 
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THESE CHANGES IN PUBLICATION DATES, PRICES, ETC. 


MACAW (Farrar & Rinehart) from 8/9 to 8/23 


ARCHITECTURE AND MODERN LIFE (Harper) from 9/22 to 10/6 
FOUR FALSE WEAPONS (Harper) from 10/6 to 9/22 

FOUR HUNDRED MILLION CUSTOMERS (Harper) from 9/8 to 8/26 
OLD CHESTER DAYS (Harper) postponed to 8/26 

TEARS AND CHEERS (Harper) change title to WE ARE TEN 
PERSONALITY IN PAINTING (Harper) definite date 10/6 
JEFFERSON DAVIS (Harper) from 9/22 to 10/20 

HOW TO MAKE PICTORIAL STATISTICS (Harper) from 8/15 to 9/8 
SO GREAT A MAN (Harper) from 9/22 to 10/6 

THESE LOW GROUNDS (Harper) postponed to 8/26 


INSPIRED AMATEURS (Londmans, Green) definite date 9/29 
AUDUBON'S BIRDS OF AMERICA (Macmillan) definite date 11/9 
CAPTAIN SAMSON AB (Putnam) postponed to 8/27 

NOODLE (Stokes) from 8/20 to 8/27 

THE SAVAGE HITS BACK (Yale) definite date 9/14 

EUROPA IN LIMBO (Scribner) definite date 9/24 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - SEPTEMBER lst TO 15th 


September 2 
September 3 
September 6 4|27 
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September 9 


September 10 


September 13 


September 14 


September 15 
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Please Add 


August 25 


~ Crow, C. ~ FOUR HUNDRED MILLION CUSTOMERS (Harper) 


Calkins, C. ~ SPY OVERHEAD (Harcourt, Brace) 
Canfield, D. - FABLES FOR PARENTS (Harcourt, Brace) 


Christie, A. - POIROT LOSES A CLIENT (Dodd, Mead) 
Haslett, A. W. — EVERYDAY SCIENCE (Knopf) 


Adamic,L. ~— THE HOUSE IN ANTIGUA (Harper) 
O'Flaherty, L. — FAMINE (Random House ) 
Simon, C. M. - THE SHARE CROPPER (Dutton) 
Thurber, J. — LET YOUR MIND ALONE (Harper) 


Burnett, R. — THE LIFE OF PAUL GAUGUIN (Oxford) 
Curle, R., ed. ROBERT BROWNING & JULIA WEDGWOOD (Stokes) 
Telling, W. - POPE PIUS XI & WORLD AFFAIRS (Stokes) 


Allingham, M. ~ DANCERS IN MOURNING (Doubleday, Doran) 

Cronin, Ae J. — THE CITADEL (Little, Brown) 

Miller, J. — MURDER OF A PROFESSOR (Putnam) 

Pieree, N. - THE SECOND MRS. DRAPER (McBride) 

Sanderson, I. T. — ANIMAL TREASURE (Viking) 

Scott, E. — BACKGROUND IN TENNESSEE (McBride) 

Kantor, MacK. - THE ROMANCE OF ROSY RIDGE (Coward, McCann) 

Mansfield, K. — THE SHORT STORIES OF KATHERINE MANSFIELD 
(Knopf) 

Nichols, T. L. — FORTY YEARS OF AMERICAN LIFE (Stackpole) 


Ditmars, R. L. - THE MAKING OF A SCIENTIST (Macmillan) 
Hurston, Z. N. - THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD (Lippincott) 


Stern, G. B. — OLEANDER RIVER (Macmillan) 
Clune, H. We — THE GOOD DIE POOR (Longmans, Green) 


The Following Title To Your August 15th to gist Calendar 
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BULLETIN FROM 


V irginta Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 





FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Maloy, Lois POLLY, PRUE AND PENNY Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Polly was a little girl, Prue was her doll and Penny was the dog that Polly 
dressed up in Prue's clothes and took riding. This is the story of what happened when 
Penny decided to prove he was still 100% dog. A delicately colored picture book for a 
little girl. (September 15) $1.00 


Knight, Marjorie ‘HUMPHREY THE PIG Dutton 


There seems to be a rash of tales about animals that want to be something 
else. Perhaps they are all intended to point morals. Anyhow, here is the story of 
the one pig in the litter who sat apart and thought about other creatures he would 
like to be until his thoughts wove themselves into a dream about being a hippopotamus, 
and he found that life was not nearly so simple a life for a pig. Pictures by Clinton 
Knight. (July 19) $1.00 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Note: The dividing line is almost imperceptible between these two classifications. 
My theory back of the break is this. Picture books, while having a brief text that 
can be read aloud to a tiny child, must have pictures that tell their story, and a 
story that is simple enough to carry over. With picture story books, the story ele- 
ment becomes somewhat more involved, though the picture element still carries on its 
own. 


Ardizzone, Edward ‘LUCY BROWN AND MR. GRIMES Oxford 


‘I am afraid I am not an Ardizzone fane. Last year's picture book seemed 
to me rather too involved for the age interested in picture books, and this book has 
the same fault. It is the story of an old man who was so ugly that everyone turned 
away from him, and of how he finally made friends with a little girl in the park. A 
beautiful piece of book making, but not essentially a book for little children. 


(September 9) $2.00 
Bryan, Dorothy and Marguerite BOBBY WANTED A PONY Dodd, Mead 
* This one I like very much. The all-enfolding desire for a pony is almost 


universal and the idea that it means sacrifice of other fdvorite things —- but not 
all - is a good one to plant in a small child's mind. ‘I don't think Marguerite 
Bryan's small boys are quite as enticing as her dogs - but all in all, the pictures 
and the text are well coordinated and the theme a sure favorite. (August 5) $1.00 


Credle, Ellis PEPE AND THE PARROT Nelson 


* Ellis Credle is one of my choice for top flight picture story book makers. 
This appealing story of a small dog whose nose was put out of joint by the new parrot, 
and of his adventures in search of another home, makes entertaining reading and the 
pictures are charming, though I think I like his mountaineers and his colored children 
better than his Mexican background. (September 8) $2.00 
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de Brunhoff, Jean ZEPHIR'S HOLIDAYS Random House 


* Itts monkeys this time, instead of elephants - and a gay adventure story 

in which a young monkey sets out to find the stolen princess of his tribe. A mermaid 
whom he ‘had befriended comes to the rescue. Familiar fairy tale pattern, with de 
Brunhoff's inimitable pictures, Translated from the French by Merle Haas. (September 
7) $3.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 
Story-Books 


Hull, James THE STAGE STRUCK SEAL Holt 


One of these books that, handled with the tiniest bit of heavy handedness 
would be silly, just escapes into the realm of good nonsense. The story of a rich 
old man and the seal he has adopted, and of the children and the elephant they bought 
with their pennies, and of how they acquired a circus really to give the seal and the 
elephant a proper setting. Sheer absurdity, but amusingly done. The illustrations 
are posterish and though a trifle amateurish, fit the text admirably. (September 23) 


$1.50 
Fact Books 
Gilchrist, Marie Emilie & ROLLING ALONG Longmans, Green 
Ogle, Lucille Through the Centuries 


The history of vehicular traffic, to put it clumsily. Goes back to the 
first and probably accidental discovery of the principle of wheels, and follows the 
‘history through crude early wagons and human, ox and-horse drawn vehicles, to bicycles, 
early motor driven cars, the beginnings of steam drawn traffic and the opening of a 
new era of stream lined motors, locomotives and airplanes. Illustrated effectively 
by Norbert Lenz, with somewhat stylized but informative pictures. (August 18) $1.25 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Burglon, Nora “THE GATE SWINGS IN ‘Little, Brown 


Starts out to be a story of life in Sweden, and suddenly becomes an adven- 
ture-mystery -— the shift not quite convincingly done. The background material is well 
sustained, up to a point. One gets a sense of country life and of the town market. 
And that part I liked. The adventures in the summer pasture lands seem far-fetched, 


and the whole sense of Sweden as background is lost. (September 24) $2.00 
Davison, Frank Dalby CHILDREN OF THE DARK PEOPLE Coward, McCann 
author of Red Heifer An Australian Folk Tale 


A skillful blend of fantasy and adventure, in a story with the supersti- 
tions and folk material of primitive Australia well demonstrated, One feels an iden- 
tity of folk lore and the routine of primitive life, up against forcés of nature over 
which they had little control and no understanding. Decorations as chapter heads in 


a delicate wood cut style, by Pixie O'Harris, (September 27) $2.00 
Kissin, Rita CHIMNEY-~SWEEP TOWER Holt 
* One can almost see the walled Bavarian town which is the background for 


this delightful story of the friendship between the chimney sweep boy and the daughter 
of a famous singer who had been a poor boy in the town. Good adventure ~ and enough 


sentimental appeal to give the balance adventure stories sometimes lack, (September 
$2.00 


23 ) 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 ~ 12's 





Gere, Frances Kent ONCE UPON A TIME IN EGYPT ‘Longmans, Green 








* Egypt is coming into its own. ‘In one season, on one publisher's list, 
there are two books on ancient Egypt, both with a note of authenticity, and a good 
story against a background that admirably supplements the rather bare facts of his- 
tory book Egypt. The other book, Messenger To The Pharoahks by De Wolfe tiorgan, is 
for somewhat older children. This is a first rate opening wedge. The illustrations 
are informative and decorative at the same time. (September-2) /¢ /4 $2.00 


Monsell, Helen Albee BOY OF OLD VIRGINIA ) Bobbs, Merrill 


The story of the boyhood of Robert E. Lee, and good factual material about 
life in those days of the young country, and of the ideals instilled into the young 
Lee by his father, his mother and ‘his brothers. Not an inspired piece of writing, 
but it ‘has a certain vitality that gives it merit. (September 15) $2.50 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS 
Fiction 


Estcourt, Doris CALIFORNIA HOLIDAY Dodd, Mead 


This combines camp lore and wood lore with a fairly plausible story of some 
English children and their American relatives on a camping trip in the High Sierras, 
and of a mysterious stranger whose trail continually crosses theirs. The mystery is 
a bit tenuous and when solved not very exciting, but it lends a sense of suspense 
which carried the rather thin thread of story along. Wood lore well done. The il- 
lustrations seem dated — it would be a better book without them. (August 17) $2.00 


Gill, Richard C. MANGA: A Story of an Amazon Jungle Stokes 


The tail wags the dog in this book. On too slim a story, a vast amount of 
information about customs and superstitions and philosophy and folk lore of~ Amazon 
savages is introduced. For the boy seeking information, this book seems backed by 
authentic knowledge, and a fuller picture of these people is given than I have en- 
countered elsewhere. But it is first and last a book of information ~ not a story. 
(September 16) $2.00 


Fox, Genevieve SUSAN OF THE GREEN MOUNTAINS Little, Brown 


Good yarn of the days of the struggle for land rights between the Hamp— 
shire Grants and New York in the new development which now bears the name of Vermont, 
It is a confusing period in our colonial history, and this story really helps iron 
out some of the difficulties. Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain boys to the rescue 
and a young girl as able assistant. Good Americana. (September 24) $2.00 


Smith, Leonard K. SCOURING ON MYSTERY TRAIL Macmillan 


A mystery story - mildly - in which a group of boys, under the leadership 
of their "gang leader" and a newcomer, a scout, who introduces them to scout practices, 
runs down some nefarious practices going on under the noses of town officials. Good 
yarn - and excellent introduction to theory and practice of scouting. .(September :7) 


$2.00 
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Yeager, Dorr G. BOB FLAME ‘IN DEATH VALLEY Dodd, Mead 


Routine adventure with factual background of the opening up of the national 
park of Death Valley. Well known figures play their part — and the central character 
is the now familiar fictional character of the Ranger. You know your market. 

(August 17) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS 
Non Fictton 


Cottler, Joseph & Jaffe, Haym MAP MAKERS Little, Brown 


* Group of brief biographies, which taken together develop the many sided 
idea of what is involved in maping the world. First a group of explorers, who by 
their efforts and courage expanded the knowledge of the earth's surface. Then other 
types of explorers, whose efforts gave added knowledge of people, customs and details 
of the course of rivers, etc. Then adventures in remote portions of the uninhabit— 
able globe —- adventurers in science who developed the sciences of oceanography, 
seismography, weather, archeology and the undersea life. A challenging group of 
discoverers and explorers and each biography graphically handled, with the main pur- 


pose kept in view. (September 24) $1.75 
Hartman, Gertrude MEDIEVAL DAYS AND WAYS Macmillan 
* The material on medieval backgrounds and life has been difficult of access 


and somewhat scattered, particularly for the interest level of the 12 to 15 year old. 
Now comes this comprehensive, interesting and constructive study of medieval life, 
presented in such a way as to give not only the general trends, their historical 
causes and results, but the details of individual life, so that a young person, mas-— 
tering the substance of this book could reconstruct in‘his imagination city life, 
country life, life at different social levels, ecclesiastical life, trade life. Il- 
lustrated from old sources. An important book for schools and libraries. (September 


?) $2.50 

Reed, W. Maxwell & ANIMALS ON THE MARCH Harcourt, Brace 
Lucas, Jannette M. 

* The author of The Earth For Sam, etc. takes as his subject this time the 


history, written in fossils and the earth's surface, of the development of animals. 
He does not attempt to go into the question of domestication of animals or the part 
they have played in man's history, but this lays the groundwork, taking the major 
periods, the great spans of development, and then specifically tracing the develop— 
ment of the horse, the dog, the cat and so on. Of particular interest to youngsters 
who liked Animals of the Tar Pits, and others of the sort. ‘Illustrated with photo- 
graphs.. (September 30) $3.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP 
é Fiction 
Andrews, Ned THE LOST "CHICKEN HENRY" Morrow 


This is difficult reading. The dialect, the rambling style (which is 
deliberate), and the long spun out story of the machinations of the bogus medicine 
man and ‘his assistant to get hold of the rights to a property where they believed 
the lost mine, "Chicken Henry" was located. Frankly, I found it boring. The attempt 
is made to convey the cowboy lingo — but it takes a Will James to get away with it. 


(September 29) $2.00 











































Good material, but handled in such a way as to make a rather confusing 
story of a foster son of John Brown, the "cousin" with whom he had been brought up, 
and their share in the abolition movement and the endeavor to make Kansas a free 


state. In format the book seems keyed for younger children than the content warrants. 
(September 15) $1.75 


Macworth, John THE RAID OF THE TERRIBORE Lippincott 


I view somewhat sceptically.any story dealing with strange machines, fearing 
that the mechanical aspects of the scientific background will blur the story for me. 
But here is an adventure tale with an infernal machine, a sort of burrowing tank, as 


the central interest, and there is not one moment of let-—down in interést or under- 


standing, even for the uninitiate. (September 16) — $2.00 


Summers, Richard A. THE DEVIL'S HIGHWAY Nelson 


A story of the early days of Lower California, while California was still 
thought to be an island, and when every effort was being made by the Spaniards to 
rout the missionaries, and to stop the conversion of the Indians and the spread of 


the anti-slavery ideals. Adventure - little touched background - and the elements of 
a first rate story, somewhat involved in the telling. (September 29) $1.75 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Non-Fiction 


Gardner, Horace J. & COURTESY BOOK: Lippincott 
Farren, Patricia Old Fashioned Courtesy Up To Date 


"A book for young people primarily, but with some guide-posts for the un- 
initiate of any age seeking something simpler than the elaborate ~ and expensive - 
etiquette books. Includes, besides the usual routine matters covered in etiquette 
books, office good form, something of the rules of good form in dress and make-up, 
and a few leads giving a foundation of ease and poise." (From August ist bulletin) 


(September 23) $1.00 
Van Loon, Hendrik Willem THE ARTS Simon & Schuster 
las (For full report see August 1 bulletin - page 311). "Not written for the 


art student, nor for the expert who can't be told, but for the average reader who 
has a smattering of knowledge and interest and for the ignoramus who has a reaching 
out to the subject. ‘Included in the "arts" are not only the obvious painting and 
sculpture, but music, architecture, drama, literature, and the art of living." Grand 
reading for all ages. Any ten age boy or girl would find it challenging and stim- 


ulating. (September ay) $3.95 
30 


Guinagh, Kevin ‘INSPIRED AMATEURS Longmans, Green 


(For full report see August 1 bulletin - page 328). "A collection of 
brief biographies dealing with - for the most part - familiar names in various 
fields of science, philosophy, etc.,and revealed here from the angle of their ama~ 
teur status. Includes the following:~ Fabre, Priestley, Herschel, Mendel, Hugh 
Miller, Leeowenhoek, Schliemann, Grote, Spinoza - scientists, philosophers, histor~ 
ians, naturalists, etc. Material difficult to locate elsewhere, here brought to- 
gethers from a fresh angle. (September 29) $2.00 
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Lerrigo, Charles Henry A SON OF JOHN BROWN Nelson 





















